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GREAT NORTHERN ARTS FESTIVAL - JULY 11-20, 2008 
 

Welcome to the 20th Annual Great Northern Arts Festival.  This is a special 
anniversary year which coincides with the 50th anniversary of the founding of 
Inuvik and our theme this year is ‘Homecoming’. In that vein, we encourage 
artists and performers from across the North to apply to be part of our most 
ambitious festival yet, and to ‘come home’. 
 
Artists and performers are selected to participate in the Festival each year based on 
several criteria including genre, originality, quality, relevance to theme, region and 
dedication to their art.  We seek and encourage representation from new, emerging 
artists as well as established creators and recognized masters of northern art. 
 
The Great Northern Arts Festival will assist selected artists with travel to Inuvik and 
provide modest, shared accommodation and cafeteria-style meals for the duration of 
the event.  The Festival is Drug and Alcohol-free, and chosen artists will be expected 
to agree to follow a strict code of professional conduct during the event. 
 
Each artist, in addition to exhibiting, selling and creating artwork during the Festival, 
is also expected to participate in at least one formal outreach activity for the Festival 
while in Inuvik.  These activities are a key component for the community aspect of the 
Festival and include putting on workshops for other artists and members of the public; 
participating as a panel member in a professional development seminar/presentation; 
and/or demonstrating technique for the public in our studio areas.  These activities 
not only help round out the Festival as the world’s premiere arts symposium north of 

60, but also assist artists with professional and personal development in a creative 
setting. 
 
The Festival encourages artists, in addition to leading their own workshop/seminar, to 
sign up and participate in as many other professional development opportunities as 
they want.  We are all here to learn, share and communicate. 
 
The deadline for the application is March 1, 2008, and to be considered for this year’s 
festival, interested parties must submit: 
 

 A completed Artist Information Form 

 A completed Workshop/Seminar Application Form 

 A portfolio of digital images, photographs, slides or video of recent artwork, 
presentations or performances 

 A current biography, curriculum vitae or resume; or the Artist Biography Form 
 

Completed applications may be submitted by mail, e-mail or fax, with portfolios 
attached or sent to the Festival under separate cover. 
 
Incomplete and late applications will not be considered. 
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ARTIST INFORMATION (Please Print) 
 
Name:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/Town:________________ Prov./Territory____________ Postal Code:____________ 
 
Phone:____________________________  Fax:____________________________________ 
 
E-Mail:___________________________________ Website URL:______________________ 
 
Cultural Background: 
 

 Inuvialuit    Gwich’in 

 Inuit     Dene 

 Other (Please specify)_________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you participated in the Festival in the past?________________________________ 
 
If so, what year(s) did you participate?_________________________________________ 
 
Have you attended the Festival in the past as a visitor/member of the public? 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How did you hear about the Festival? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you know other artists who have presented at the Festival in the past? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
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WORKSHOP/SEMINAR/DEMO INFORMATION (Please Print) 
 
Workshops and seminars are the core of the Great Northern Arts Festival’s outreach to 
Arctic artists.  Due to the vast size of the area and isolation of the communities, these 
professional development opportunities are used as a key tool to share knowledge and 
exchange ideas to keep alive and help expand our vibrant arts scene. 
 
Please choose one or more of the following three sections and fill out the information: 
 
 

WORKSHOPS 
 
The Festival maintains a small store of art supplies to assist with the workshops, but 
presenting artists are also encouraged to bring enough additional supplies for their 
own workshops. Workshops generally involve 5-10 people in a studio/tent setting. 
 
 
What are you able, as an artist, to offer in terms of a hands-on workshop to 
demonstrate and teach technique, form and expression? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What supplies do you need/can you provide to ensure a successful workshop? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are there any particular workshops you would like to attend/participate in as an 
artist? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
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SEMINARS 
 
Seminars are moderated professional-development panel discussions designed to help 
Northern artists develop effective tools to further their careers.  The exchange of 
ideas from different areas on marketing, promotion, funding, product development, 
portfolio presentation, biography writing, internet sales and e-commerce and proposal 
writing are a key component to the continued development of arts in the North.  
 
 
What areas are you as an independent artist able to share with the community vis-à-
vis professional development and small business technique in a public panel discussion? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you be comfortable in leading/moderating a panel discussion on a particular 
subject? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are there any particular seminars you would like to attend/participate in as an artist? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

DEMONSTRATIONS 
 
Demonstrations are held in public areas on the Festival grounds.  Both the public and 
other artists are able to observe as the demo artists create their work in a less formal 
setting than a workshop or seminar. 
 
What would you be interested in demonstrating? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
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ARTIST BIOGRAPHY (Please Print) 
 
Each selected artist will be featured in our printed program and online through our website at 
www.gnaf.org.  It is necessary to have an up-to-date biographic statement about each artist 
and their artwork. 
 
If you have a prepared artist biography, statement or resume, please include it with your 
application.  If not, please fill out the following information to assist the Festival in creating a 
brief biography: 
 
Name:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Place of Birth:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Birth:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
What kind of artwork do you do?______________________________________________________ 
 
How would you describe yourself as an artist – (New/Emerging/Established/Master)? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How long have you been an artist? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you any other artists in your family?  If so, who are they and what do they do? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is your formal educational background (if any) as it relates to art?  What classes/course 
have you taken? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What inspired you to become an artist? Do/Did you have a mentor/teacher that has helped 
shape your career? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Has your art ever been exhibited in a professional setting (gallery/exhibition/festival)? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you won any awards for your artwork? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you employed in a field other than art? 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.gnaf.org/

